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sharply by Russia, to dominate as much as she desires of
China and possibly much more eventually of the Far East,
economically if not politically.
I sat at breakfast with General Chang Kai Shek in Peking
•one morning a number of years ago. As President of China
his words merited much respect but not necessarily an obliga-
tion to take them too seriously. Through an interpreter—a
suave and Westernized graduate of an eastern American
college—the general spoke gravely of China's civil war which
at that time had endured for eighteen years. At last, he
contended, this internecine strife had ended and China stood
nationally unified. He spoke of the slow progress which the
American continental states had made after their liberation
from England. He compared China and China's progress
with our own and emphasized the unification of his nation
and people. In fact, he overemphasized this point. It would
have been infinitely more startling if he had admitted that
China was not unified and never would be, at least during
his lifetime. He merely stated what he might be expected
to say. He reacted exactly as the Chinese general at Manchuli
had reacted when the question of what the outcome might
be if his poorly trained and poorly equipped army of Man-
churian provincials was to find itself in combat with a well
trained and adequately equipped Russian force threatening to
invade Manchuria.
In China the question of "face" is everything. Embarrass-
ment is an exceedingly tender spot in the Chinese character.
As a perfect illustration that this is born in the blood I
had an amusing experience at Harbin one day while crossing
the Sungari River on a small two-decker boat. A Chinese
family, mother, father and three little boys, all dressed neatly
for an outing, sat along the opposite rail. I was wearing a
stiff straw hat. A gust of wind tossed the hat brusquely from

